
Concept Question 1-7: What are the four fundamental properties of electric charge? 
 

1. Charge can be either positive or negative. 
2. The fundamental (smallest) quantity of charge is that of a single electron or proton. Its magnitude 

usually is denoted by the letter e. 
3. According to the law of conservation of charge, the (net) charge in a closed region can neither be 

created nor destroyed. 
4. Two like charges repel one another, whereas two charges of opposite polarity attract. 

 
 
  


